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EDITORIAL 
In the past decade there has been a large and growing amount of activity in 
set-theoretic topology at the University of Toronto and, more recently, at York 
University. This special issue witnesses this fact. It was born out of a special session 
in set-theoretic topology at the Ontario Mathematics Meeting held at York, February 
9, 1985. Mary Ellen Rudin was the keynote speaker at the meeting; aside from being 
the leading figure in set-theoretic topology in North America, her specific connection 
with Toronto is as doctoral supervisor of the editor, and postdoctoral supervisor of 
W. Weiss and S. Watson. Of the mathematicians.represented in this issue, Weiss, 
Watson, and J. Steprans received Ph.D. degrees at the University of Toronto under 
the editor’s supervision; Weiss is now on the Toronto faculty while Watson and 
Steprans are at York. A. Dow was a Natural Sciences and Engineering Research 
Council of Canada (NSERC) University Research Fellow at the University of 
Toronto from 1983 to 1986, and is now on the faculty of York. P. Daniels was a 
postdoctoral fellow at the University of Toronto from 1983 to 1985, and is now on 
the faculty of Auburn University. H.-X. Zhou of Sichuan University visited Toronto 
under an NSERC International Scientific Exchange Grant in 1985. 
Some of the papers herein were presented at the York meeting, while others 
developed somewhat later. All papers were refereed.’ 
We leave it to the reader to discern whether there is a particular Toronto flavour 
to the work presented here. What is certainly evident is the application of sophisti- 
cated set-theoretic techniques to a wide variety of topological problems. We have 
had an active seminar in set-theory and set-theoretic topology for more than a 
decade; this has led to much interaction and joint work, while each of us developed 
in different directions. Indeed, the set-theoretic techniques used to solve topological 
problems have now been applied by members of the seminar to solve problems in 
group theory, measure theory, Banach spaces, dynamical systems, etc. 
Franklin D. TALL 
Guest Editor 
’ Refereeing of the editor’s papers was arranged by managing editor 5. Vaughan. 
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